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ROMANS 12: LESSON FOUR (vs 17-21) 
 

SUPERNATURAL RESPONSE TO HOSTILITY 
 
 

CHAPTER 12 RECAP: 
 
A. Sincere Love (12:9) 
 
B. Devotion to Others (12:10) 
 
C. Zeal in Service (12:11) 
 
D. Perseverance in Trials (12:12) 
 
E. Generosity in Giving (12:23) 
 
F. Blessing in Persecution (12:24) 
 
G. Identity with Others (12:15) 
 
H. Humility in Community (12:16) 
 
I. Love when Wronged (12:17-21) 
 
CONTEXT: 
 
A. Preamble—Romans 12:14-16 
 
“Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. 
Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in 
harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary 
people. And don’t think you know it all!” 



Romans 12:14-16 NLT 
 
B. Internal conflict—pride, arrogance, superiority complex, vengeful spirits 
 
 
OUR DUTY TOWARD PERSONAL ENEMIES 
 
 
A. How we are to treat our enemies/opponents (Loving When Wronged) 
 
Paul teaches principles of confirmation in the following books and chapter that 
undergird his teachings in Romans 12: 
 
1Corinthians 12:13 
“Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But 
we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same 
Spirit.” 
1 Corinthians 12:13 NLT 
 
Galatians 3:28 
“There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.” 
Galatians 3:28 NLT 
 
Ephesians 2:14-16 
“For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one 
people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility 
that separated us. He did this by ending the system of law with its 
commandments and regulations. He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by 
creating in himself one new people from the two groups. Together as one body, 
Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and our 
hostility toward each other was put to death.” 
Ephesians 2:14-16 NLT 
 
CONCLUSIONS: 
 
A. All have been leveled by sin. 



B. Any who have been redeemed have been so by God’s mercy 
 
Therefore, no reason or merit exist that gives one reason to look at another 
believer with contempt or conceit (look down on) because of status or position in 
life. Anyone who does so has not understood the depth of God’s love and their 
own redemption, by grace! 
 
 
Verses 17-21 provide a lengthy, and sometimes difficult to manifest, picture or 
command of being a LIVING SACRIFICE (godly behavior in the face of evil) 
 
Romans 12:17 
“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.” 
Romans 12:17 NKJV 
 
A. Christians should never stoop to the standards of the world and should not 
respond to evil with evil.  
 
Matthew 5:43-44 
““You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good 
to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute 
you,” 
Matthew 5:43-44 NKJV 
 
The principle of “proportional retaliation”, permitted by lex talionis (Latin for law 
of retaliation) is repudiated in the New Testament— eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. 
 
Sermon on the Mount—Jesus repudiates such beliefs and practices: 
 
Matthew 5:38-42 
““You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But 
I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, 
turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, 
let him have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with 



him two. Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you 
do not turn away.” 
Matthew 5:38-42 NKJV 
 
We are never to pay back evil for evil to anyone but are to BLESS those that 
persecute us and not curse them. Never are we to respond with a verbal curse or 
physical acts of revenge. To bless them means to SPEAK WELL OF. We have no 
biblical right to bad mouth someone because they speak badly of us. Supernatural 
living means we speak well of them! 
 
Proverbs 3:3-4 
“Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, Write them 
on the tablet of your heart, And so find favor and high esteem In the sight of God 
and man.” 
Proverbs 3:3-4 
 
 
Romans 12:18 
“If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.” 
Romans 12:18 NKJV 
 
If discord or conflict arises, let it not be your fault!!! Know that the world will take 
advantage of such a posture! 
 
A. Whether nations or individuals, peace is two-way. Our responsibility is to make 
sure that our side of the relationship is right. A Christian’s desire (ours) must 
always be to be at peace with all men—even the meanest and most undeserving! 
Short of compromising the truth of God’s Word, we must be ready and willing to 
go to whatever lengths are necessary to find and maintain peace. 
 
 
Romans 12:19 
“Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 
written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.” 
Romans 12:19 NKJV 
 



If we have been wronged, NO MATTER HOW SERIOUS OR HARMFUL, we are 
never qualified nor do we have any right to render punishment for the offense 
ourselves—wrath or revenge.  
 
A. Vengeance belongs to the Lord!  
 
Colossians 3:6 
“Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience,” 
Colossians 3:6 NKJV 
 
Deuteronomy 32:35 
“Vengeance is Mine, and recompense; Their foot shall slip in due time; For the 
day of their calamity is at hand, And the things to come hasten upon them.’” 
Deuteronomy 32:35 NKJV 
 
NOT RETURNING EVIL FOR EVIL IS THE POSITIVE PART—TO RETURN GOOD FOR 
EVIL IS THE CHALLENGE!!! 
 
 
Romans 12:20 
“Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 
For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”” 
Romans 12:20 NKJV 
 
A. Proverbs 25:21-22 
“If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; And if he is thirsty, give him 
water to drink; For so you will heap coals of fire on his head, And the Lord will 
reward you.” 
Proverbs 25:21-22 NKJV 
 
Ancient Egyptian Custom: when a person wanted to demonstrate deep public 
contrition, he would carry on his head a pan of burning coals to represent the 
burning pain of shame and guilt. The goal here is simply this: “when we love our 
enemy and genuinely seek to meet his needs, we shame him for his hatred.” 
 
 



Romans 12:21 
“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
Romans 12:21 NKJV 
 
The term OVERCOME is derived from the Greek word NIKAO—from which we get 
the word Nike—it means victory or conquer. Christians are OVERCOMERS!!! 
 
A. “We must never allow the evil done to us by others to overcome and  
overwhelm us.” 
 
B. “We must never allow ourselves to be overcome by our own evil. Our own  
evil is infinitely more detrimental to us than is the evil done to us by  
others.” 
 
IT IS THE EVIL ITSELF THAT MUST BE OVERCOME, AMD THAT CAN ONLY BE 
ACCOMPLISHED WITH GOOD!!! 
 
IT IS POSSIBLE, BY THE POWER OF GOD, THAT A FORMER ENEMY CAN BE MADE 
TO BE A FRIEND!!!  
 


